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GRAMA & Privacy

Protecting our Citizens while
Complying with Law

Government Civil Practice Conference — October 17, 2013
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Information Gathering

* Local governments collect personal data from its citizens daily:
Police respond to violent episodes
MS assist with trauma and provide medical treatment
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“Businesses and individuals are requited.to.apply.for licenses

in the goverpment’s response? |
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Competing Interests

GRAMA’s policy language recognizes two constitutional rights:

The public’s right of access to information concerning the
conduct of the public’s business

The right of privacy in relation to personal data g
government entities




Example: Records Requests in SSL
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Privacy

uncESSRcords which are specifically classified
PFGRAMANhere is this catch-all:

Among the n
as “private”,

There are numerous State Records Committee Decisions
which address this subsection.

A list of identified de and their general outcome is included

i
Records committee dﬁns are light on legal analysis

in your materials
There is one appellate case in Utah to address this issue.




Federal Counterpart

The Freedom of Information Act (FOIA)
provides a similar avenue for the public to
access federal records.

It excludes private data from disclosure under

two specific exemptions: BIG BRB]’HEH
§552(b)(6): “personnel and medical files and

similar files the disclosure of which would
constitute a clearly unwarranted invasion of
personal privacy”

§552(b)(7)(C): “records or information compiled
for law enforcement purposes, but only to the
extent that the production of such law
enforcement records or information . .. (C)
could reasonably be expected to constitute an

unwarranted invasion of personal privacy”
Which is more similar to Utah’s provision?




State Records Committee

At least thirty decisions have addressed subsection 302(2)(d)
Eleven denied the appeal entirely
Eight upheld the appeal entirely
Eleven partially upheld the appeal
mds Caommittee is citing to its pre
precedent (See e.g., 2013-02)
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Deseret News v. Salt Lake Cnty.

* Allegation of sexual harassment by supervisor at County
Recorder Office
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Deseret News v. Salt Lake Cnty.
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Request for private document




Potential Strategies
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Discussion




