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Sketch of the Life of

Jacob Huffman

A Utah Pioneer of 1861

Prepared by his daughter Gertrude Bagnell

January 25,

19356

This Copy, made availabie thro, h
courtesy of the International Sl:)gaelxne
DAUGHTERS OF UTAH PIONEERS,
may not be reproduced for monetary gai;L
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Along with the well known farm products, crops and
animals, He had an exceptionally good gzrden raising straw-
berries, red and black currents, gooseberries and apples and
plumbs,

He was school trustee at Upton for years. While he hed
never had any educetionel oppertunities himself he was = great
reader, reading every possible book and paper he couléd tind.
He alswys enjoyed reading eand was well versed on many subjects.

He moved his saw mill from Echo Canyon to the East Fork
of Chalk Creex. He operated this mill for many years, how-
ever, it was suid of him that he gave mére lumber sway than
he soid.

Le was known far and wide for his generosity and hospital-
ity. The stranger was always welcome within his gates and
there wes alweys room for an extra place &t the table and a
nights lodging for those who desired it.

He was slways very charitable, giving always with & free
hesrt in a quiet way to those in need. The reciever in many
cases never knowing who their giver was.

LHe died 4ug. 22, 1u99. In the Deseret News, printed
Aug. 24, 1899 the following article was written:

"Coalville, Utah Aug, 23, 14599,
"Jacob Huffman, an old resident of this county and

8 man universally known and respected throughout the

state died at Upton last night. He was born in Waterloo,

Canada Aug. 28, 1823. He embraced the faith in Nauvoo

in lo45. Jacob Huffmsn was the man who loaded the wagon

load of flour for president Young at the time of the Ae-

parture from Nauveo which was mede & present to him.
history speaks of this event but does not give the name
of the man who made the present. Lir. Huffmen was the
perty. He csme to Coalville in 1561 and was a member of
the High Council; he has been very prominent in religious

c¢ircles; he leaves 1Z children 45 grandchildren and 15

greatgrandchildren.”
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MY LIFE STORY
by Edward Powell
as told to his son, Robert Powell, in 1958

Gi and G Powell
were converted to the Church in England and
immigrated to Zion. They traveled by ox team
from Omaha to Coalville. They built their first
home in Coalville at the place where Taylor
Carmichael now lives. (Taplor Carmichael has long
since passed on, but kis home was about a wile South
of the Coalyille city center on the main highway out of
town.) From Coalville, they moved to Huff
Creek. Their son, Henry, was killed there by
lightning. (this happened when he was on Porcupine
Mountain looking for cattle).

Grandfather Powell was short, heavy set,
and wore a beard. He had an even-tempered
disposition. He was 75 years old when he died
in the little house on Huff Creek. Grandmother
Powell was slightly heavy-set, but not overly
fleshy. She had more of a fiery disposition. She
always took care of the house, but did little
outside work. She died at 80 in the little white
house by the road that's located where Allen
Jones now lives. (located about 4 miles North of the

Photo takem about 1958 Upton Church) ‘Merrit Staiey owned it then. She
passed away while I was in the mission field.

They were always strict about having prayers every morming, They spent their life
farming in Huff Creek. They willed the farm to Undle Joe. Tt was then taken over by
‘Wilbur Powell who still owns it. (Wilbur had it rented aut at the time Dad told this, but
it was later sold However, Edward Moore, a grandson of his Uncle Joe, still lives on part of the
original d) Grandmother and Grandf: came from Oslo,
Norway. They lived in Coalville in their early days, first settling in a home at the
peint of the in going into close to where the mink farmer, Mr.
Vernon, now lives. (The mink farm is no longer there) From Coalville they moved to
Ogden, first on 28th Street then on Wilson Lane.

Father was about sixteen years old when he came to this country from England
with his parents. During his early days, he helped build the railroad down Weber
Canyon. He worked on the tunnels in that area. Brigham Young had the contract
with the railroad company for building the road at that time. The settlers used to
deliver the worker’s hay for $100 a ton.

In 1875, Father was called by Brigham Young to scttle in Arizona. He drove
an ox team down and carried tobacco along to smoke the peace pipe with the Indians
who were hostile at the time. He was gone about two years, but had some
disagreement with the Church authorities about carrying tobacco, 5o he left and
came back. He married Rachel Anderson in 1879 in the old Endowment House in
Salt Lake. They first lived in Coalvilie.

In 1880, he bought the Upton Ranch for 75 cents an acre from the railroad.
He took out the rights to the Porcupine ditch the same year. In 1885, he had a
lawsuit over it with his neighbor, Grand Demming, who hired a lawyer by the name
of Carl Alison. Father, acting as his own lawyer, won the case.

JG 2567

Then I worked another year until [ saved enough
money 1o return to the Brigham Young Academy
in 1906. [ studied English and Commercial work
that year. Also that year, I batched it with
Paley, Albert, and Charles. We were all
attending school.

T had to quit school before I graguated
because [ had no money left. My last year was in
1907, I went back 1o cutting props, but in 1910
I bought a sawmill in the West Fork of the Bear
River along with a company of other men, but
they later all backed out as it wasn't paying for
itself, so } bought themout. It left me with 2 d A =
large debr and 1 had to work hard to keepup the  Tictor brothors atBYU I about 1906 or
payments. 1907. Women unknawn.

1 met your mother in about 1909, 2nd we
were martied on June 21, 1911. We moved up to the sawmill where we staved for
abou: four years. Az one time I had seventeen men working for me. T used to haul
big loads of lumber from the mill to Evanston, ‘Wyoming, in the early fall and winter.
1t was cold and there were Lig snow drifts to go through, but | was strong then and

could stand the work. Very often I

r would walk behind the lozd 1o

keep warm. One time [ was
unloading some lumber off the
sieigh during a blizzard when the
wind caught a board I had hoid of
and whipped it around until it hit
me on the upper lip. It knocksd
me out cold.

1 homesteaded a section of
ground on Yellow Creek when I
still had the mill. [ fenced it and

pastured one hundred head of
catde on it. I finally sold the mill

i at a loss and we moved into a little
4 log house I built on Yellow Creek. The
big cattle owners in that country didn't
like people homesteading and fencing en
their open range, so they made a ot of
trouble for me by cutting my fences and
letting the cattle out. 1 kept the
homestead for five or six vears then sold
it to Mr. Lowham of Bear River.
Father died in his prime of life at
- . Bl | 59 of a rupture, which left the farm to
The cabin at the Yeflow Creek Homesteeg Mother. Charles teok charge of running
the farm and I used te come down from
the mill and later the homestead o help him. During this time I build 2 house for
Mother in Coalville so she could be nearer town. After I sold the homestead we
retumed 1o the farm to live,

JC 2572
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IN THE THIRD JUDICIAL DISTRICT COURT
SUMMIT COUNTY, STATE OF UTAH

HAYNES LAND & LIVESTOCK
COMPANY, a partnership,

Deposition of:
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Gwennola Blonquist

VS.

JACOB FAMILY CHALK CREEK
LIMITED, a limited
partnership; CATHERINE B.
CHRISTENSEN, LLC, a limited
liability company: BRIAN
GARFF, an individual

Consolidating Case No.
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Judge Bruce C. Lubeck
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et al.

e o e S e € A A A M S e e S e

January 30, 2006 * 1:00 p.m.
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Reporter: Diana Kent, CSR, RPR, CRR

Notary Public in and for the State of Utah
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Q. Okay. Did you own any property around
Blue Lakes when you went up there?

A. Oh, no.

Q. No? Did you have permission to go up to

Blue Lakes?

A.

I don't think so.

Q.
public road

A.

traveled it.

I don't know whether my husband asked, but
I think we just went up there.
Okay. Did you think that the road was a
leading up to the lakes?

Yeah. There was a lot of people that

Q. Let me back up just a minute. What road
did you use to go to Blue Lakes?

A. East Fork.

Q. East Fork Road?

A. Uh-huh (affirmative).

Q. When you said that there were a lot of
people who used the road, were you meaning East Fork
Road?

A. Yeah, to go up through there.

Q. Did you actually see other people using
the road?

A. Oh, 1 imagine. You'd be going up to the
sawmill.

Q: What sawmill are you referring to?

CitiCourt, LLC
801.532.3441
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A.
Q.
sawmill?
A.
from him.
Q.
A.
Q

Jimmy 0' Lavison's sawmill.

Did you ever see Jimmy 0O' Lavison's

Oh, yeah. Stopped there and bought lumber

Was that located by the road?

Just off the road.

Okay. You said you went up there to get

lumber. Did other people go up to get lumber, as

well?
A.
Q.
deliver it?
A.
Q.
A.

Q.

Oh, yes.
Would they bring it back down or did they

No. They delivered their own.
They delivered their own?
Uh-huh (affirmative).

Okay. What was the condition of the road

when you were going up to Blue Lakes?

A.
was rough.

Q.

Oh, I don't think it was very smooth. It

What type of transportation did you use to

get up there?

A.
Q.

We had a Ford that was a stake body.

Okay. And you were able to travel on the

road with that Ford?

CitiCourt, LLC
801.532.3441










Selected Statutes

R.S. 2477:

“The right-of-way for the construction of highways over public lands, not reserved for public
uses, is hereby granted.”

Mining Act of July 26, 1866, ch 262, § 14 Stat. 251, 253, codified at 43 U.S.C. § 932, repealed by Federal
Land Policy and Management Act (FLPMA), Pub.L.N0.94-479 §706(a), 90 Stat. 2743; Lindsay Land and
Livestock Co. v. Churnos, 285 P. 646 (Utah 1929).

72-5-104 Public use constituting dedication -- Scope.

(1) As used in this section, "highway," "street," or "road" does not include an area principally used as a

parking lot.

(2)
(a) A highway is dedicated and abandoned to the use of the public when it has been
continuously used as a public thoroughfare for a period of 10 years.

(b) Dedication to the use of the public under Subsection (2) does not require an act of
dedication or implied dedication by the property owner.

(3) The requirement of continuous use under Subsection (2) is satisfied if the use is as frequent as the
public finds convenient or necessary and may be seasonal or follow some other pattern.



(4) Continuous use as a public thoroughfare under Subsection (2) is interrupted only when:
(a) the regularly established pattern and frequency of public use for the given road has
actually been interrupted for a period of no less than 24 hours to a degree that reasonably
puts the traveling public on notice; or

(b) for interruptions by use of a barricade on or after May 10, 2011:

(i) if the person or entity interrupting the continuous use gives not less than 72
hours advance written notice of the interruption to the highway authority
having jurisdiction of the highway, street, or road; and

(ii) the barricade is in place for at least 24 consecutive hours, then an
interruption will be deemed to have occurred.

(5) Installation of gates and posting of no trespassing signs are relevant forms of evidence but are solely
determinative of whether an interruption has occurred.
(6) If the highway authority having jurisdiction of the highway, street, or road demands that an
interruption cease or that a barrier or barricade blocking public access be removed and the property
owner accedes to the demand, the attempted interruption does not constitute an interruption under
Subsection (4).
(7)
(a) The burden of proving dedication under Subsection (2) is on the party asserting the
dedication.

(b) The burden of proving interruption under Subsection (4) is on the party asserting the
interruption.



(8) The dedication and abandonment creates a right-of-way held by the state in accordance with
Sections 72-3-102, 72-3-104, 72-3-105, and 72-5-103.
(9) The scope of the right-of-way is that which is reasonable and necessary to ensure safe travel
according to the facts and circumstances.
(10)
(a) The provisions of this section apply to any claim under this section for which a court of
competent jurisdiction has not issued a final unappealable judgment or order.

(b) The Legislature finds that the application of this section:
(i) does not enlarge, eliminate, or destroy vested rights; and
(i) clarifies legislative intent in light of Utah Supreme Court rulings in Wasatch
County v. Okelberry, 179 P.3d 768 (Utah 2008), Town of Leeds v. Prisbrey, 179
P.3d 757 (Utah 2008), and Utah County v. Butler, 179 P.3d 775 (Utah 2008).
Amended by Chapter 107, 2014 General Session
72-5-108. Width of rights-of-way for public highways.

The width of rights-of-way for public highways shall be set as the highway authorities of the state,
counties, or municipalities may determine for the highways under their respective jurisdiction.



72-7-104 Installations constructed in violation of rules -- Rights of highway authorities to remove or
require removal.

(1) If any person, firm, or corporation installs, places, constructs, alters, repairs, or maintains any
approach road, driveway, pole, pipeline, conduit, sewer, ditch, culvert, outdoor advertising sign, or any
other structure or object of any kind or character within the right-of-way of any highway without
complying with this title, the highway authority having jurisdiction over the right-of-way may:
(a) remove the installation from the right-of-way or require the person, firm, or corporation
to remove the installation; or
(b) give written notice to the person, firm, or corporation to remove the installation from
the right-of- way.
(2) Notice under Subsection (1)(b) may be served by:

(a) personal service; or

(b)
(i) mailing the notice to the person, firm, or corporation by certified mail; and
(ii) posting a copy on the installation for 10 days.

(3) If the installation is not removed within 10 days after the notice is complete, the highway authority
may remove the installation at the expense of the person, firm, or corporation.
(4) A highway authority may recover:

(a) the costs and expenses incurred in removing the installation, serving notice, and the
costs of a lawsuit if any; and

(b) S10 for each day the installation remained within the right-of-way after notice was
complete.



(5)
(a) If the person, firm, or corporation disputes or denies the existence, placement,
construction, or maintenance of the installation, or refuses to remove or permit its removal,

the highway authority may bring an action to abate the installation as a public nuisance.

(b) If the highway authority is granted a judgment, the highway authority may recover the
costs of having the public nuisance abated as provided in Subsection (4).

(6) The department, its agents, or employees, if acting in good faith, incur no liability for causing removal of an
installation within a right-of-way of a highway as provided in this section.
(7) The actions of the department under this section are not subject to the provisions of Title 63G,

Chapter 4, Administrative Procedures Act.
Amended by Chapter 382, 2008 General Session



