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Anatomy of  a 
Mass Murder Case 

George H. Brauchler 
District Attorney 

Eighteenth Judicial District 
thanks to Rich Orman 

July 20, 2012 
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Size of  the 
Case 

Law 
Enforcement 

13 local 
agencies 

mutual aid in response to active 
shooter, perimeter security, bomb 

dogs, and bomb response 

4 Federal 
agencies 

FBI, ATF, Postal Inspectors, 
Homeland Security 

Out-of-state 
agencies 

CA, TX, foreign countries 
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Discovery 
Documents/Data 

94,000+ pages 

388 CDs 3+ TB data 

4,041 persons 

Mentioned in 
discovery 

Our Response 
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5 prosecutors 

Why the DA? 

How the DA? 2 investigators 
Semi-full time 
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Paralegal 
(full time) 

2nd added in trial 

4 Victim 
Advocates 

Full-time 
Grant-funded 

Why 4? 

1,158 potential 
victims… 

Two theaters 
(9 & 8)… 

Family 
members of  
deceased… 
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Parents of  
juvenile 

victims… 

Residents of  
apartment 

building 

June 26, 2012 
Decision to 

seek the 
Death Penalty 

DP in CO Nathan Dunlap 
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Sir Mario Owens 

Robert Ray 
The Trial 

30 months after 
the mass 
murder 

January 20-
August 7, 2015  

Jury Selection 9000 
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7000 Questionnaire 

3800 2000 

115 12 + 12 
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50 days 
jury selection 

65 days 
opening- 

final closing 

115 total 
court days 

306 total 
witnesses 

2,742 total 
exhibits 

Prosecution 
Case 
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222 witnesses 
April 28-June 19 

Guilt Phase 

Longest witness: 
6 days 

Most witnesses 
in one day: 

18 

2,408 individual 
exhibits (500+ 
physical items) 

13 witnesses 
August 3-4 

Sentencing Phase 

47 exhibits 
August 3-4 

Sentencing Phase 
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Defense Case 36 witnesses 
Guilt Phase 

Defense Case 

58 exhibits 
Guilt Phase 

Defense Case 

229 exhibits 
Sentencing Phase 

Defense Case 

34 witnesses 
Sentencing Phase 

Defense Case “Every 
battle is won 
before it is 

fought.” 
   --SUN TZU 
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Lessons 
Learned 

Publicity 

3.6 & 3.8 
Remember these? 

3.6 
“extrajudicial 
statement…” 

3.6 
“reasonably 

should know…” 

3.6 
“disseminated 

by…public 
communication...” 
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3.6 
“substantial 
likelihood…” 

3.6 
“materially 

prejudicing…
adjudicative 
proceeding” 

Briefings to 
government 

officials 

3.8 (f) 
Prosecutor 

shall: 

3.8 (f) 
“refrain from…

extrajudicial 
statements...” 

3.8 (f) 
“substantial 

likelihood of…” 
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3.8 (f) 
“heightening public 

condemnation of  
the accused…” 

3.8 (f) 

AND… 

3.8 (f) 
“exercise 

reasonable care 
to prevent…” 

3.8 (f) 
investigators, 

etc… 

3.8 (f) 
“from making an 

extrajudicial 
statement…” 

Easy… 
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Limelight 

Motions for 
sanctions 
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Protect 

Yourself  

Protect 

Your office 

Protect 

Your case 
Immediate 

Task #1 

Be 
Proactive 

Send 3.6 & 
3.8 to each 

LEA 
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Ask them to 
send it to 
everyone 

Request 
limited 

briefings 

All media 
go through 

YOUR office 

Limit 
discovery 
internally 

Immediate 
Task #2 

Internet & 
Social Media 
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Investigative 
leads 

And gold… 

“Will	you	visit	me	in	
prison?”	

Thursday, July 5, 2012 
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July	5,	2012	@	
1:53	PM	

	
Submits	pic	to	
Match.com	

July	5,	2012	
	

Submits	pic	to	
Match.com	

July	6,	2012	
	

Submits	pic	to	
AdulLriend	
finder.com	
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July	11,	2012	
	

Submits	pic	to	
Match.com	

Social Media 
Warning 

Shout	out	to:	Marc	BenneO	
&	Dan	Dillon	&	Veep	

Capture & print 
everything 
(websites 
change) 

Online video 
games 

Online video 
games 

(MMORPG) 

Massively 
Multiplayer 

Online 
Roleplaying 

Games  
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Online chats 
(from the 

games too) 

Immediate 
Task #3 

Most likely 
defense to 

mass 
murder… 

Self-defense? 

Intoxication? 
MENTAL 
HEALTH 
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ATS shooter… “Schizo______” 

Insanity 
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Such as… 

“Moral Relativism” 
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Immediate 
Task #4 

Interview 
everyone… 

immediately 
Every text, 
chat, email, 

pic… 
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August 2011 

September 2011 

October 2011 
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November 2011 

December 2011 
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January 2012 
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February 2012 
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32 days later… …buys the 1st gun 

May 2012 
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May is important, 
because… 

Firefox	Bookmark	

2	Tear	Gas	Grenades	

Thursday,	May	10,	2012	
Online:	shipped	to	apartment	

USAA	MasterCard	
	
	

Firefox	Bookmark	

Gas	Mask	&	Filter	

Thursday,	May	10,	2012	
Online:	shipped	to	apartment	

USAA	MasterCard	
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June 2012 
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2012-06-29,	12:03	AM;	
dsherlockb@hotmail.com	

June 3, 5, 8, 12, 14, 
16, 18, 21, 25, 28 

24 Hour Fitness 
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July 2012 

July	4,	2012,	11:28	AM	

Deleted	

2012-07-12,	10:20	PM;	
dsherlockb@hotmail.com	

Movie ticket: Auditorium 8 

Friday, July 13, 2012 
USAA MasterCard 
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Movie ticket: Auditorium 8 

Tuesday, July 17, 2012 

Seek their cell 
phones & 

computers? 
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The Notebook 
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Making a Plan 
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Saw	9	separate	
movies	
Step	#1	

Over	2	months	

Step	#1	

Cash	

Step	#1	
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OR	exits	that	can	be	
limited	
Step	#1	
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“there’s	these	double	
doors	in	the	theater	and	
you	could	lock	them	by	
having	the	handcuffs	
connected	to	each	

handle.”	
William	Reid,	M.D.	

Dr.	Reid,	31	July	2014	

Handcuffs	(2)	
Wednesday,	June	6,	2012	

(before	prelims)	

P-TR-2179	
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MENTAL 
HEALTH 

Review sanity 
statute with 

LEA 

You need a 
forensic 

psychiatrist 

Record the 
accused at all 

times 

Video, audio, 
write tons o’ 
reports, jail 

logs 
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Arrest, 
detention, jail 
(1-2 months  
minimum)  

Body Cams & 
GoPro? 

Get blood, urine 
immediately (SW 

or consent) 

If  DEF is willing 
to talk… 

APARTMENT 
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Ex.	4152	

4142	 4146	

4143	 4145	
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4150	

4174	

Ex.	4863	

JH:	“Then	a	whole	bunch	
of	aroma	things	so	you	
don’t	smell	the	gas.”	

July	20,	2012	

Ex.	4098	
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Magnesium?	

Everything is 
different with 

the Feds. 

Get their best 
SA assigned 
immediately 
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Staffing & 
Division of  

Labor 

Victims 

Police Victim 
Advocates… 

…need to 
know Brady... 
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…and 
memorialize 
everything. 

Sufficient & 
Dedicated 

Support 

Get sentencing 
photos & videos 

now (or soon) 

Be Aware: 
DIVOs 

Transactions, 
Computers, 

etc. 
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ID out-of-state & 
custodian of  

records 
witnesses early 

12 gauge Shotgun & 
ammo 

Monday,	May	28,	2012	
Bass	Pro	Shops	(Denver-Northfield)	

USAA	MasterCard	
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United Shield MICH Level IIIA 
Advanced Combat Helmet 

Security	Pro	USA	(online	retailer)	
June	26,	2012	(Tuesday)	

USAA	Mastercard	
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Firefox	Bookmark	
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.40	cal	Glock	&	ammo,	
targets,	&	supplies	
Bass	Pro	Shops	(Denver-Northfield)	
July	6,	2012	(Friday)	@	6:05	PM	

Tried	USAA	MC	2x,	then	switched	to	
Point	Loma	VISA	Debit	Card	

	

2012-07-18	at	0205;	dsherlockb	

Firefox	Bookmark	
Internet	Explorer	
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Internet	Explorer	

Internet	Explorer	

Theater & Car 
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Apartment & 
Law Stuff  

Mental Health 
& CU 

CX of  MH 
“experts” 
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Dr. Jonathan Woodcock 

Dr. Robert Hanlon 

	Dr. Raquel Gur 

Defense control: 
no family 
contact 

Board 
Certification 

4 Things in 
Common 
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Hand-picked Not Forensic 

Exclusively for 
Defendants in 

Criminal Cases 

Changed their 
practice to suit 
DEF’s attorneys 

Dr. Jonathan 
Woodcock 

Jonathan Woodcock 

NEVER 
BOARD	CERTIFIED	IN	
FORENSIC	PSYCHIATRY	
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Jonathan Woodcock 

NEVER 
COURT-APPOINTED	

Jonathan Woodcock 

NEVER 
WORKED FOR 

PROSECUTION 

Jonathan Woodcock 

EXCLUSIVELY 
FOR CRIMINAL 
DEFENDANTS 

Jonathan Woodcock 

INCLUDING THIS 
SAME DEFENSE 

ATTORNEY 

Jonathan Woodcock 

“QUALIFIED AS 
AN EXPERT 100s 

OF TIMES” 

Jonathan Woodcock 

ONLY CV NOT 
ADMITTED BY 

DEF ATTORNEYS 
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Jonathan Woodcock 

JULY 24, 2012 

Jonathan Woodcock 

UNMEDICATED 

Jonathan Woodcock 

ALLOWED DEFENSE 
ATTORNEY TO 

INFLUENCE HIS 
EVALUATION  

Jonathan Woodcock 

DEFENSE 
INVESTIGATOR 

PRESENT DURING 
INTERVIEW… 

Jonathan Woodcock 

…OFFERING AT 
LEAST ONE 
ANSWER TO 
DEFENDANT 

Jonathan Woodcock 

NO DISCUSSION 
OF PLANNING OF 

MASS MURDER 
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Jonathan Woodcock 

NO DISCUSSION 
OF BOOBY-
TRAPPING 

APARTMENT 

Jonathan Woodcock 

NO DISCUSSION 
OF CRIME 

Jonathan Woodcock 

NOT TOLD ABOUT 
“NOTEBOOK” BY 

DEFENSE 

Jonathan Woodcock 

DID NOT RETURN 
JAIL 

PSYCHIATRIST’S 
REPEATED CALLS… 

Jonathan Woodcock 

...AT THE REQUEST 
OF DEFENDANT’S 

ATTORNEY 

Jonathan Woodcock 

ONLY 2:45 
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Jonathan Woodcock 

“Catatonic, except 
for…” 

Jonathan Woodcock 

RIDING BIKE TO 
SCHOOL 

Jonathan Woodcock 

EVERYDAY 

Jonathan Woodcock 

ATTENDING 
LABORATORY 

TIME 

Jonathan Woodcock 

TURNING IN ALL 
ASSIGNMENTS 

ON TIME 

Jonathan Woodcock 

STRONG GRADES 
ON WRITTEN 

WORK 
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Jonathan Woodcock 

SHOPPING 

Jonathan Woodcock 

PAYING RENT 
AND BILLS ON 

TIME 

Jonathan Woodcock 

WORKING OUT 
REGULARLY 

Jonathan Woodcock 

FIT HIS 
CATATONIA IN 
“OVER LUNCH” 

Dr. Robert 
Hanlon 

Robert Hanlon 

NEVER 
BOARD	CERTIFIED	IN	

FORENSIC	PSYCHOLOGY	
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Robert Hanlon 

NEVER 
COURT-APPOINTED	

Robert Hanlon 

NEVER 
WORKED	FOR	
PROSECUTION	

Robert Hanlon 

ALMOST 
EXCLUSIVELY 

FOR CRIMINAL 
DEFENDANTS 

Robert Hanlon 

INCLUDING THIS 
SAME DEFENSE 

ATTORNEY 

Robert Hanlon 

Did not interview 
parents… 

Robert Hanlon 

…even though he 
wanted to… 



7/8/16	

72	

Robert Hanlon 

…thought it was 
important to do 

so… 

Robert Hanlon 

…it is his normal 
practice… 

Robert Hanlon 

…he asked 
defense attorneys 

for it… 

Robert Hanlon 

“capitulated” 

Dr. Raquel Gur 

Dr. Raquel Gur 

NEVER 
BOARD	CERTIFIED	IN	
FORENSIC	PSYCHIATRY	
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Dr. Raquel Gur 

NEVER 
COURT-APPOINTED	

Dr. Raquel Gur 

NEVER 
WORKED	FOR	
PROSECUTION	

Dr. Raquel Gur 

EXCLUSIVELY 
FOR CRIMINAL 
DEFENDANTS 

Dr. Raquel Gur 

Did not interview 
parents… 

Dr. Raquel Gur 

…even though 
she wanted to… 

Dr. Raquel Gur 

…thought it was 
important to do 

so… 
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Dr. Raquel Gur 

…it is her normal 
practice… 

Dr. Raquel Gur 

…her published 
recommended 

practice… 

Dr. Raquel Gur 

…because their 
“calendars didn’t 

match up.” 

Dr. Raquel Gur 

Until November 
2014 

Dr. Raquel Gur 

2 months before 
jury selection 

Dr. Raquel Gur 

Did not video 
record the 

evaluation… 
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Dr. Raquel Gur 

…even though she 
is “delighted” when 

it is recorded… 

Dr. Raquel Gur 

…“commonly” 
video records in 
her practice… 

Dr. Raquel Gur 

…video recorded 
for the last time 
she testified… 

Dr. Raquel Gur 

…discussed it 
with defendant’s 

attorneys. 

Dr. Raquel Gur 

13.5 hours 

Dr. Raquel Gur 

Only 12 pages of  
notes 
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Dr. Raquel Gur 

Before rendering 
14 page opinion in 

June 2013 

Opening 
Statement 

1:47 827 

Trial Prep 
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Witness 
Planning 

Over-Endorse Every CSI 

Every lab 
witness 

Impact Matters 
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Stay Flexible 
Strategic 

Placement 
(victims) 

Jail Mail 

Strangeness	
• Groupies.	
• Conspiracy	theories.	
• Harassment	of	vicmms	
and	witnesses.	

Charging 
Decisions 
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Cameras in the 
Courtroom? 

Monitor social 
media about case 

during trial 
#theatershooting 

Social media 
“jurors?” 

That night… 

Four	things	 Second-guessing	
neighbor	
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Fumbled	tear	gas	 Jammed	assault	rifle	

Heroes	

gbrauchler@	
da18.state.co.us	


