Jurisdiction Over Juveniles
Utah Code Ann. § 78A-6-103

JUVENILE COURT has exclusive jurisdiction over the following offenses:

£ =

All class A misdemeanors, felonies

Class B and C misdemeanor and infractions unless excepted below.
DUI and Reckless Driving

Any combination of violations (including traffic) from a single criminal episode, one of

which is a class A misdemeanor or felony.

JUSTICE/DISTRICT COURT has jurisdiction over the following offenses committed by

juveniles (16-18).

1. All Traffic
41-1a-101 et.al.

a.

L.
i,

Registration
Licensing (No license, Denied, DOS, DOR)

41-6a-101 et.al.;

i.
il.

i,

Traffic Control Devices (Light, Stop Sign, etc.)

Traffic Accidents/Leave Scene

(1)  EXCEPT for when accident is a class A or Felony
(a) Injury or death.

Speed

iv. Drive on Right Side of Highway; Passing
V. Turning, Signaling for Turn
vi. Right of Way

vii.  Pedestrian Rights and Duties
viii.  Bicycles

ix. Train Crossing

X. School Buses

Xi, Stopping, Standing, Parking
xii.  Equipment

xiii.  Seat Belt

41-12a-401

i.

EXCEPTION: If there are any other offenses listed above that can be class A

No Insurance, No Proof of Insurance

misdemeanors, then justice court has no jurisdiction.

EXCEPTION: no jurisdiction over DUI, Reckless Driving, Reckless Operation of

Watercraft.




TITLE 78A. JUDICIARY AND JUDICIAL ADMINISTRATION
CHAPTER 6. JUVENILE COURT ACT
PART 1. GENERAL PROVISIONS

Utah Code Ann. § 78A-6-103 (2012) Jurisdiction of juvenile court -- Original -- Exclusive

(1) Except as otherwise provided by law, the juvenile court has exclusive original jurisdiction in
proceedings concerning:

(a) a child who has violated any federal, state, or local law or municipal ordinance or a
person younger than 21 years of age who has violated any law or ordinance before
becoming 18 years of age, regardless of where the violation occurred, excluding offenses

in Subsection 78 A-7-106(2);

78A-7-106(2) Except those offenses over which the juvenile court has exclusive
jurisdiction, justice courts have jurisdiction over the following class B and C
misdemeanors, violation of ordinances, and infractions committed within their
territorial jurisdiction by a person 16 years of age or older:

(a) Title 23, Wildlife Resources Code of Utah;
(b) Title 41, Chapter 1a, Motor Vehicle Act;
(i) Registration
(i1) Licensing
(c) Title 41, Chapter 6a, Traffic Code;
i, Traffic Control Devices
1i. Traffic Accidents
(1) EXCEPT for when accident is a class A or Felony
(a) Injury or death

1ii. Speed
iv. Drive on Right Side of Highway; Passing
V. Turning, Signaling for Turn

Vi. Right of Way

vii.  Pedestrian Rights and Duties
viii,  Bicycles

iX. Train Crossing

X. School Buses

Xi. Stopping, Standing, Parking
xii.  Equipment

xiii.  Seat Belt

xiv. EXCEPTION: If there are any other offenses listed above
that can be class A misdemeanors, then justice court has no
jurisdiction.

xv.  EXCEPTION: no jurisdiction over DUI/Reckless, Reckless
Operation of Watercraft.

(1) See (2) below




(d) Title 41, Chapter 12a, Financial Responsibility of Motor Vehicle
Owners and Operators Act (Insurance, No Proof);

(e) Title 41, Chapter 22, Off-Highway Vehicles;

(f) Title 73, Chapter 18, State Boating Act;

(g) Title 73, Chapter 18a, Boating -- Litter and Pollution Control;

(h) Title 73, Chapter 18b, Water Safety; and

(1) Title 73, Chapter 18c, Financial Responsibility of Motorboat Owners
and Operators Act.

(b) a person 21 years of age or older who has failed or refused to comply with an order of
the juvenile court to pay a fine or restitution, if the order was imposed before the person's
21st birthday; however, the continuing jurisdiction is limited to causing compliance with
existing orders;

(¢) a child who is an abused child, neglected child, or dependent child, as those terms are
defined in Section 78A-6-105;

(d) a protective order for a child pursuant to the provisions of Title 78B, Chapter 7, Part
2, Child Protective Orders, which the juvenile court may transfer to the district court if

the juvenile court has entered an ex parte protective order and finds that:

(1) the petitioner and the respondent are the natural parent, adoptive parent, or step
parent of the child who is the object of the petition;

(i1) the district court has a petition pending or an order related to custody or
parent-time entered under Title 30, Chapter 3, Divorce, Title 78B, Chapter 7, Part
1, Cohabitant Abuse Act, or Title 78B, Chapter 15, Utah Uniform Parentage Act,
in which the petitioner and the respondent are parties; and

(iii) the best interests of the child will be better served in the district court;

(e} appointment of a guardian of the person or other guardian of a minor who comes
within the court's jurisdiction under other provisions of this section;

(f) the emancipation of a minor in accordance with Part 8, Emancipation;

(g) the termination of the legal parent-child relationship in accordance with Part 5,
Termination of Parental Rights Act, including termination of residual parental rights and
duties;

(h) the treatment or commitment of a minor who has an intellectual disability;

(1) a minor who is a habitual truant from school;




(j) the judicial consent to the marriage of a child under age 16 upon a determination of
voluntariness or where otherwise required by law, employment, or enlistment of a child
when consent is required by law;

(k) any parent or parents of a child committed to a secure youth corrections facility, to
order, at the discretion of the court and on the recommendation of a secure facility, the
parent or parents of a child committed to a secure facility for a custodial term, to undergo
group rehabilitation therapy under the direction of a secure facility therapist, who has
supervision of that parent's or parents' child, or any other therapist the court may direct,
for a period directed by the court as recommended by a secure facility;

(I) a minor under Title 55, Chapter 12, Interstate Compact for Juveniles;

(m) the treatment or commitment of a child with a mental illness. The court may commit
a child to the physical custody of a local mental health authority in accordance with the
procedures and requirements of Title 62A, Chapter 15, Part 7, Commitment of Persons
Under Age 18 to Division of Substance Abuse and Mental Health, but not directly to the
Utah State Hospital;

(n) the commitment of a child to a secure drug or alcohol facility in accordance with
Section 62A-15-301;

(0) a minor found not competent to proceed pursuant to Section 78A-6-1301;

(p) de novo review of final agency actions resulting from an informal adjudicative
proceeding as provided in Section 63G-4-402; and

{q) adoptions conducted in accordance with the procedures described in Title 78B,
Chapter 6, Part 1, Utah Adoption Act, when the juvenile court has previously entered an
order terminating the rights of a parent and finds that adoption is in the best interest of the
child.

(2) Notwithstanding Section 78A-7-106 and Subsection 78A-5-102(9), the juvenile court has
exclusive jurisdiction over the following offenses committed by a child:

(a) Title 41, Chapter 6a, Part 5, Driving Under the Influence and Reckless Driving;

(b) Section 73-18-12, reckless operation (of boat/watercraft); and

(c) class B and C misdemeanors, infractions, or violations of ordinances that are part of a
single criminal episode filed in a petition that contains an offense over which the court

(3) The juvenile court has jurisdiction over an ungovernable or runaway child who is referred to
it by the Division of Child and Family Services or by public or private agencies that contract with
the division to provide services to that child where, despite earnest and persistent efforts by the
division or agency, the child has demonstrated that the child:




(a) is beyond the control of the child's parent, guardian, lawful custodian, or school
authorities to the extent that the child's behavior or condition endangers the child's own
welfare or the welfare of others; or

(b) has run away from home.

(4) This section does not restrict the right of access to the juvenile court by private agencies or
other persons.

(5) The juvenile court has jurisdiction of all magistrate functions relative to cases arising under
Section 78A-6-702.

(6) The juvenile court has jurisdiction to make a finding of substantiated, unsubstantiated, or
without merit, in accordance with Section 78A-6-323.

(7) The juvenile court has jurisdiction of matters transferred to it by another trial court pursuant
to Subsection 78A-7-106(7).




TITLE 78A. JUDICIARY AND JUDICIAL ADMINISTRATION
CHAPTER 6. JUVENILE COURT ACT
PART 1. GENERAL PROVISIONS

Utah Code Ann. § 78A-6-104 (2012) Concurrent jurisdiction -- District court and juvenile court
(1) The district court or other court has concurrent jurisdiction with the juvenile court as follows:

(a) when a person who is 18 years of age or older and who is under the continuing
jurisdiction of the juvenile court under Section 78 A-6-117 violates any federal, state, or
local law or municipal ordinance; and

(b) in establishing paternity and ordering testing for the purposes of establishing paternity,
in accordance with Title 78B, Chapter 15, Utah Uniform Parentage Act, with regard to
proceedings initiated under Part 3, Abuse, Neglect, and Dependency Proceedings, or Part
5, Termination of Parental Rights Act.

(2) The juvenile court has jurisdiction over petitions to modify a minor's birth certificate if the
court otherwise has jurisdiction over the minor.

(3) This section does not deprive the district court of jurisdiction to appoint a guardian for a
child, or to determine the support, custody, and parent-time of a child upon writ of habeas corpus
or when the question of support, custody, and parent-time is incidental to the determination of a
cause in the district court.

(4) (2) Where a support, custody, or parent-time award has been made by a district court in a
divorce action or other proceeding, and the jurisdiction of the district court in the case is
continuing, the juvenile court may acquire jurisdiction in a case involving the same child if the
child is dependent, abused, neglected, or otherwise comes within the jurisdiction of the juvenile
court under Section 78 A-6-103.

(b) The juvenile court may, by order, change the custody, subject to Subsection
30-3-10(4), support, parent-time, and visitation rights previously ordered in the district
court as necessary to impliement the order of the juvenile court for the safety and welfare
of the child. The juvenile court order remains in effect so long as the jurisdiction of the
juvenile court continues.

(c) When a copy of the findings and order of the juvenile court has been filed with the
district court, the findings and order of the juvenile court are binding on the parties to the
divorce action as though entered in the district court.

(5) The juvenile court has jurisdiction over questions of custody, support, and pareni-time, of a
minor who comes within the court's jurisdiction under this section or Section 78A-6-103.




